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and data from other sources than SEMCA’s CARENet data set suggest there is a need for 
substance abuse treatment and prevention services for youth.  Inpatient services for youth along 
with more intensive outpatient programs and after-care services were identified as needed 
treatment/recovery support services.  On the prevention side of the equation, education of youth 
and parents about the dangers of substance abuse were seen as needed services.  The education of 
physicians and senior caregivers about the signs of alcohol and drug abuse among the elderly was 
also seen as a need.  SEMCA may want to bring its training resources to a partnership with the Area 
Agencies on Aging to provide training about this issue to not only physicians and caregivers, but 
Meals on Wheels staff and others who interact with senior citizens.  Other needed prevention 
services were programs that involve families (e.g. family therapy) and support families and a 
continuum of prevention services.   
 

Assets Although funding for substance abuse prevention or treatment services has never 
been adequate and is in decline, opportunities to coordinate and leverage additional funds are 
available to SEMCA.  Also in both counties the local United Ways are sponsoring initiatives that 
support SEMCA’s mission and are two of many positive assets that SEMCA can tap into as the 
substance abuse coordinating agency for these jurisdictions.  SEMCA’s own provider network and 
the stakeholder groups they work with are active in civic organizations that can be tapped to form 
community coalitions and to work towards changing community norms that condone alcohol and 
drug use. 
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